St. Paul United Church of Christ
101 South Perry Street °PO Box 147°Wapakoneta, OH 45895
Phone: (419) 738-2215 Fax: (419) 738-2076
Email: stpaulucc@bright.net
www.facebook.com/StPaulWapakoneta

Website: www.stpaulucc.com

Words of encouragement rom Rev. Becly Sunday

LEND YOUR PRAYERS

| often hear it said that time moves faster as
we grow older. I'm not sure why it is true but it does
seem that the months slip away more and more
quickly. Here we are again at the start of another
new year. As | write this, | recall that | have spent the
last several days trying to tie up loose ends from
2014. However, while the calendar year has ended,
our program year is in full swing. Many of our vital
ministries are “midstream” right now. Sunday School,
choirs, youth groups—these are all rolling along as
we are now about at the midpoint of our program
year.

One of those ministries that has been running
for several months now is our confirmation program.
This year we have four amazing confirmands explor-
ing what their faith means to them and how they will
live as members of Christ’'s church. I'd like to take the
chance to introduce you to them. They appear in the
picture below from left to right: Audra Schaub, Drew
Peachey, Jeffrey Adkins, and Alex Smithey.

Confirmation is an important step in a journey
toward a mature life in faith. It is a commitment to
learning and growing in Christ. From the start of this
confirmation cycle, | have been inspired by these four
individuals, their honest curiosity, and their willing-
ness to participate in the life of St. Paul UCC in
meaningful ways. These young people are giving up
precious hours of their time to come and learn about
God, the Bible, and our church. Perhaps you have
already seen them serving as greeters, acolytes, and
liturgists or helping with ushering responsibilities. |
encourage you to talk with them when you see them.

Most of all, please keep them in your prayers.
If you don’t know what to pray, begin with this

“Since the day we heard about you, we haven'’t
stopped praying for you and asking for you to be
filled with the knowledge of God’s will, with all wis-
dom and spiritual understanding. We 're praying this
so that you can live lives that are worthy of the Lord
and pleasing to him in every way: by producing fruit
in every good work and growing in the knowledge of
God; by being strengthened through his glorious
might so that you endure everything and have pa-
tience; and by giving thanks with joy to the Father.
He made it so you could take part in the inheritance,
in light granted to God’s holy people. He rescued us
from the control of darkness and transferred us into
the kingdom of the Son he loves. He set us free
through the Son and forgave our sins.”

§ v

Peace and blessings,

Pastor Bemg
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The God'’s Creation calendars for 2015 will still be
available in the Church office till the end of Janu-
ary. Augusts’ picture is Dodds Creek in the Ap-
palachian Mountains in Georgia with the following
scripture—"The earth is the Lord’s” Psalm 24:1.
If you are writing a check, please make it out to

We are go-
ing to celebrate Sou-
per Bowl Sunday for 3 weeks
this year. The Jr. High Youth
Group is asking your help in

bringing soup and other
canned or boxed goods (no
glass please) for their display.
We will be collecting on Sun-
day, Jan. 25th, Feb. 1st and
Feb. 8th. All items collected
will be donated to God’s
Storehouse. Watch for fur-
ther details.

VAN

SPRING SEMESTER IS COMING

=

(Faith Education, Arts & Spiritual-
ity Together) will resume on
Wednesday, February 4, 2105.

There are some wonderful new
class offerings this semester, in-
cluding Drama, Creative Con-
struction, Yoga, and Fun with
Sewing. Registration forms have
been mailed to families with chil-

dren ages 4 & up & are due back
s to the church by Sunday, Jan

25th. Additional forms are avail-
able in the church office or at back
of sanctuary.

St Paul UCC and write FEAST Calendars in the

memo line.

EARLY DISMISSAL

Please make note that there
is a one hour early dismissal for |
Wapak City Schools on Wednes-
day, Feb 11th, 2015. On that day
there will be no transportation or homework
tables for FEAST. Those that usually have
transportation from school will need to send
a note that day regarding what your child
should do.

“It was hawd for me to-
understond all this.”

We will have a Christian €ducation
Board meeting on Monday, February
2nd at 6PM.. {Il arg weleome!
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UNIFIED WORSHIP &

ANNUAL MEETING

JANUARY 25
Please plan to attend the St Paul UCC
Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 25, im-
mediately after a UNIFIED worship service at
10:15 (there will be no 8:15 service). A pot-
luck and chili cook-off fundraiser for the senior
high youth will follow the meeting.

CHILI COOK-OFF & CARRY IN 7

FUNDRAISER v
JANUARY25 &

The Senior High CIA Youth will be hav-
ing a chili cook-off on Sunday, January 25,
following the unified worship service & annual
meeting. Bring your cash to vote on your fa-
vorite pot of chili! Youth will provide the chili,
and you are asked to bring table service & a
dish to share to round out the meal. Proceeds
will support fellowship & mission activities for
our youth grades 8 though 12.

SPECIAL LENTEN SERVICES

We will once again be sharing services
for our holy days in Lent with our neighbors at
First English Lutheran Church & St Mark’s Lu-
theran Church. We hope you can share in the
following services:

Ash Wednesday Service-Feb 18, 7PM St
Marks

Maundy Thursday Service-April 2, 7PM
First English

Good Friday Service-April 3, 7PM St Paul

COMMUNITY NOONTIME LENTEN
WORSHIP SERVICES

Weekly community ecumenical Lenten
services will begin on Wednesday, February
18, continuing through Wednesday, April 1.
All services are at 12:00 noon on Wednesdays
at St. Joseph Church, with lunch following.
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Back Bay Mission - Biloxi, Mississippi -
February 1 - 7,2015

Dr. Parmie Herman, Alan & Elaine Mikesell, John
Smith, and Rollie & Kay Wellington will be joining a
group of 30+ UCC’ers from our area led by Rev.
Jeanette and Terry Tangeman in service to the Mission.
The Back Bay Mission was founded 92 years ago by our
United Church of Christ.

We will be serving in a number of capacities and
invite your support through prayer and monetary dona-
tions. We will be purchasing $25 gift cards at Home De-
pot and Wal-Mart in Biloxi that will be used by the mis-
sion to purchase building materials and items to support
their assistance services. By purchasing in Biloxi, we
also help the still struggling economy of that area.
Please make your checks out to: St. Paul UCC and
write “Back Bay Mission” on the Memo line.

The Mission is multi-faceted:

Housing Recovery Program — the Mission has al-
ways had a focus on rehabilitation of housing for
the underserved, but the post-Katrina devastation
changed everything. Massive rehabilitation of
housing and redevelopment is now in order. Full
recovery is expected to take as long as 10 years.

Direct Assistance — offered to people in need by pro-
viding food from an on-site food pantry; financial
assistance for prescriptions, rent & utilities; coun-
seling, referral, and case management services

Home At Last (HAL) — Offers a permanent supportive
housing program for the chronically homeless
persons with disabilities. The Mission provides
housing and case management services, as well
as significant street outreach to the growing
homeless population in the area, including a sig-
nificant Veterans segment.

The Micah Center — The Center provides a place to
meet the day needs of the homeless, by provid-
ing resources and assistance with hygiene, mail,
and other needs.

Thank you very much!

\FIp
NSRS




Help Brush out Hunger
# C ( ) )

Sunday, February 15, 2015
9:00 AM to 3:00PM
Timmermeister Hall
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1 -, 4 Casa Esperanza
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X Happy Birthday to you:= [

01/01 Louise Simpko 01/14 lan Wiedenbein
01/01 Helen Brown 01/14 Louise Jung
01/01 Rex Azbell 01/15 Bernard Azbell
01/02 David Hibner 01/15 Dennis Kohler
01/04 Jane Rickert 01/18 Linda Presar
01/04 Harold Werling 01/18 Becky Sunday
01/05 Diane Schlenker 01/20 Marilyn Deever
01/06 Jack Prater 01/20 Larisa Sutton
01/06 Wayne Quellhorst 01/21 Don Warner
01/06 Janet Schuler 01/21 Carolyn Perez
01/06 Nathan Groh 01/22 Janis Rohrbaugh
01/07 Kay Wellington 01/22 Jack Acheson
01/07 Dan Bennett 01/22 Steve Nuesmeyer
01/07 Benjamin Warner 01/22 James Hearn
01/09 Donna Azbell 01/24 Lori Schroer
01/09 Ellen Brautigam 01/25 Wanda Kogge
01/09 Toby Shaw 01/29 Marlow Rupp &
01/10 Ellen Brautigam 01/29 Tara Johnston .
01/11 William Baker
01/12 Emerson Recob
01/12 Jerry Clark
01/12 Anne Bennett /
o N\
02/01 Carol Presar 02/12 Tom Schlenker Q\
02/02 Robert Herman 02/12 Barbara Frische /
02/02 Jack Preston Sr. 02/12 Tim Presar
02/02 J.T. Schlenker 02/13 Doris Hollenbacher 2
02/02 Jacob Lochard 02/14 Angela Merricle
02/04 Helen Erb 02/15 Janet Winkler
02/04 Mindy Webb 02/17 Cindy Chadwick
02/07 Sandy Koenig 02/17 Nancy Stroh
02/07 Brian Schlosser 02/17 Sean Martin
02/08 Michael Bartlett 02/19 Ernie Hengstl
02/09 Jamie Allemeier 02/24 Luke Klein
02/09 Gabe Williams 02/24 Jacob Azbell
02/10 Melba Idle 02/26 Janice Wright
02/11 Tami Zwez 02/28 P Gary Halfhill
02/11 Krystal Loy
g
Ha Jersary!! :
J |
01/05/1958 Wayne & Judy Quellhorst 02/07/1976 Bruce & Pam Baker
01/05/1980 Jack Sr. & Cindy Preston 02/28/1953 Dick & Carol Presar

01/08/1950 Carl & Wanda Kogge
01/18/1997 Tom & Pat Schlenker
01/21/1951 Ernie & Marilyn Hengstler
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Our Church Family

With caring thoughts...

Our deepest sympathy and condo-
lences to Mike Lawrence and his

(3 family on the passing of Mike’s
[ mother, Marilyn Lawrence, who
passed away on Thursday, Novem-

-~

ber 20, 2014.

Wedding News

Congratulations to the following couple:

Michelle Lochard & Mike Foulkef were

married on January 1, 2015.

Bapusmiisitielinitial

@H@[@ pifaiahiihea

Andrew Paul Hallahan was baptized on
Sunday, November 30, 2014 at the 10:15
service. Andrew is the son of Ann
Shroyer and Christopher Hallahan. He
was born on September 18, 2013. Andrew

is also the grandson of Ed and Mary Ann

Shroyer CONGRATULATIONS!!

Bannon Angus Johnston was baptized on Sun-
day, December 14, 2014 at the 10:15 ser-

vice. Bannon is the son of Brian and Amanda
Johnston. He was born on September 2,

2014. Bannon is also the grandson of Jack and
Cindy Preston and the gread-grandson of Dick
and Carol Presar CONGRATULATIONS!!

Landon Edward Prince was baptized on Sunday,
January 4, 2015 at the 10:15 service. Landon is
the son of Deron and Kara Prince. He was born
on September 9, 2013. Landon is also the grand-
son of Carla Wuebbenhorst, Kelly & Collette
Knutzen, and Terry Prince.
CONGRATULATIONS!!!

f‘»‘vxv\%‘v\‘v\%%%%‘»%%%‘vvvvvvvvvvn
v 89¢ HAPPY BIRTHDAY *
2 w to our

v @ St. Paul Youth!

N

N January

+ Makenna Smith 1/10/2006

4 Madison Loy 1/12/2009

+ Lucas Steinke 1/12/2012

+ Mikayla Halfhill 1/14/1997

2 Braydon Wireman 1/15/2010

+ Amber Detrick 1/21/1999

4 Audra Schaub 1/23/2001

+ Carly Jarvis 1/24/1997

4+ Cate Allemeier 1/25/2005

% Caitlin Wiedenbein 1/31/2002
%

v February

4 Rudy Mathewson 2/08/2011
+ Alyssa Camper 2/15/2000
& Dusty Hoelscher 2/16/1996
4 Jack Allemeier 2/17/2010
+ Alex Stinebaugh 2/19/1998
4 Brant Smith 2/22/2002
¥ Marlow Johnston 2/24/2012
4 Oscar Wellington 2/24/2009

2/25/2006
2/29/2000

4+ Emma Groh
2 Carlee Hosterman

R N S R R N A N N R A N
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@eetin@@ and Events

BOOK CLUB MEETING

WOMEN'’S GUILD

The book club will be meeting
Tuesday, January 20th, 2015
at 7:00PM, at the Gardens.
The book for this month is
N “The Negotiator” by Dee Hen-

derson. In February we will
be meeting Tuesday the 17th at 7:00PM, at the
Gardens. The book for February is “Just
Breathe” by Susan Wiggs. If you need a copy
of the books or more information, please contact
the church office at (419) 738-2215. Anyone is
welcome to attend.

Women’s Guild will NOT meet again until Tues-
day, March 11th at 1:30PM. All women of the
church and their friends are encouraged to at-
tend. If you haven't been able to attend a
meeting, we would love to have you join us.
Maybe you have recently retired, just became
an empty nester or a Mom who just needs an
afternoon out. COME SEE what we are all
about!

JOIN US FOR “IN STITCHES”

CIRCLE ONE

The St. Paul “In Stitches” group will
meet on Tuesday, January 13th
AND Tuesday, February 10th at
7PM. As always, please bring what-

ever craft projects you are working on! It’s sure to

be a fun time!

4

+Like the cold of snow in the time of
harvest (s a faithful messenger to those

who send him, For he refreshes the soul of
~Proverbs 25:13

his masters .

Circle One will meet the first Thursday of every
month September through May. The next .
ing will be on Thursday, February
1:30PM in the multipurpose room.

\_/CIRCLE THREE

Circle Three will be meeting at Coffey Cup at
:30AM on Thursday, January 15th and
ry 19th. All are welcome.

SWIM & GYM PARTY

Mark your calendars for Sunday,
March 8th for our annual night at the
YMCA from 5:30PM to 7:30PM. More
details will be in the
March Link.




MISSI0N TRIP To EL SamvaDoR—saReH 11-10 201R

You are invited to join Alan Mikesell, Pastor strengthening our relationship with our part-
Becky Sunday and several others from ner church, the Lutheran Church of El Salva-

{\l.orihV\[/Ee;SSt (I)hi?j Asfsocia';t/ilon znﬁ rtnisl\iionh dor. Estimated cost at this time is $1350 (to
rip to El Salvador from Marc o Marc . - :
19, 2015. We will be taking much-needed be determined by air-fare). If you would like

items to share with our sisters and brothers © ¢0mMe along, please contact Pastor Becky

there, providing assistance as we can, and Sunday or John and Joyce Gilberg of New
Bremen (johgilberg@nktelco.net).
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
8:15 AM Worship w/'| 6:00PM 5:30PM 7:00-8:00PM 9:00AM-12PM
Holy Communion CE Board/Faith Mission Program Family of Heroes CRI Sorting
9:004M Sunday Formation Potluck 6:15PM Cherubs

School
10:15AM Worship
w/Holy Communion

7:00-8:30PM
Suicide Survivors
Support Group

6.:30PM Bell Choir
7:30PM Chancel
Choir

Becky —on vacation

v

11

8:15AM Worship
9:00AM Sunday
School

10:15AM Worship
11:304AM Called to
Care

1:30PM Gentle
Worship Service
Becky -on vacation

12

6:00PM
Church Council

13

7:00PM
In Stitches

14

6:15PM Cherubs
6.:30PM Bell Choir
7:30PM Chancel
Choir

15

11:304AM
Circle Three

7:00-8:00PM
Family of Heroes

16

17

v

18

8:15AM Worship w/
Holy Communion
9:00AM Sunday
School

10:15 AM Worship

Becky-on vacation

] 9 Martin

Luther King Day

Church Office will
be closed

4:00-9:00PM
Scouts Rain
Gutter Regatta

20

7:00PM
Book Club

21

6:15PM Cherubs
6:30PM Bell Choir
7:30PM Chancel
Choir

22

7:00-8:00PM
Family of Heroes

23

v

24

25

8:15AM Worship
9:00AM Sunday
School

10:15AM Worship
11:30AM Annual
Metting

12Noon Sr High
Chilli Cook Off
Potluck

26

27

28

6:15PM Cherubs
6:30PM Bell Choir
7:30PM Chancel
Choir

29+::.';*.::

Bloodmobile
11:304AM-5:30PM

Loaves & Fishes
4:30-6:30pm

Family of Heroes
7:00-8:00PM

30

31




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
8:15AM Worship w/ | 6:00PM 7:00-8:30PM 3:00PM 1:30PM 9-11:304AM
Holy Communion Christian Ed Suicide Survivors | FEAST Circle One Council Meetin
§ :ZOA?l Sunday Board Meeting Support Group &

CNnoo
10:15AM Worship 7PM.-18PM
w/Holy Communion 6:15PM Cherubs Family of Heroes
6:30PM Bell Choir
7:30PM Chancel
Choir
8:15AM WOVShlP 6:00PM 7:00PM One hour early 7PM-8PM 9AM-12PM
9:00AM Sund. ] i Lo ] i
ooy undaay Church Council In Stitches dismissal Family of Heroes CRI Sorting
10:15AM Worship 7-00PM FEAST will
11:30AM Worship Roots-Shoots T.H. | begin at 4PM Valentine’s Day

Arts
1:30PM Gentle
Worship Service

6:15PM Cherubs
6.:30PM Bell Choir
7:30PM Chancel
Choir

15

8:15AM Worship w/
Holy Communion
9:00AM Sunday
School

10:15AM Worship

9:00AM-3:00PM
Art Show—Help
Brush out Hunger

16

17

7:00PM
Book Club

18
NO
Feast

Ash Wednesday

Service -7:00PM
at St. Mark’s Lu-
theran

19

11:30AM
Circle Three

20

22

8:15AM Worship
9:00 AM Sunday
School

10:15AM Worship

23

24

25

3:00PM
FEAST

6:15PM Cherubs
6:30PM Bell Choir
7:30PM Chancel
Choir

26

27

28




