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Dear Friends, 
All four of the gospels include a version of the 

story of Jesus miraculously feeding 5,000 people. The 
details vary a little bit between the different accounts, 
but the main facts of the story remain the same. The 
people had gathered together in the presence of Je-
sus. They got hungry, and the disciples wondered 
how they would be able to feed them all. Each gospel 
tells us that they were able to find among them only a 
few loaves of bread and a couple of fish. In each 
case, Jesus blessed the food that was given, it was 
shared among all who were hungry, and there was 
plenty to go around. In the end, there were baskets 
full of food to spare. 

The gospels share with us the great truth that 
when we commit to feeding God’s children, amazing 
things begin to happen—miracles even! Feeding 
God’s children is one of our most sacred tasks as 
Christ’s disciples. We at St. Paul UCC understand this 
and have made it one of our priorities in mission and 
ministry. The Mission Committee, along with other vol-
unteers and church staff, have taken this directive to 
heart, and are working hard this summer to feed the 
people of God. 
 As I write this, we are finishing up our second 
full week of serving free meals through our new sum-
mer lunch program. Every day, Monday through 
Thursday, we are gathering in the presence of Christ 
and breaking bread with those in our community. And 
just like in the gospels, amazing things are happening 
here! In just these few days since we began this new 
ministry, I have witnessed the miracle of what can 
happen when we break bread together. I have seen 
friends gathering in fellowship. I have heard God’s 
children give thanks for the blessing of what has been 
shared with them. I have prayed with a father who is 
struggling to make a better life for his kids. I have 
seen children begin to understand that our church is a 
safe place where people care about them—a place 
where they belong. 
  

 As I reflect on these things, I am reminded of 
yet another Bible story about breaking bread. The 
book of Acts tells us that after Jesus had died and 
was raised again, he was walking with two of his fol-
lowers as they traveled down the road, but they did 
not recognize him. They talked with him about the re-
cent events that had taken place—about his own 
death. They listened to him teach them about the 
scriptures, and they still didn’t recognize him. It wasn’t 
until they broke bread with him that their eyes were 
opened and they were able to see him for who he 
was.  

Breaking bread is not something we do “to” or 

“for” others. It is something we do “with” each other. I 

encourage each one of you to come break bread with 

God’s children at St. Paul UCC this summer. Come so 

that your eyes might be open to the blessing of Christ 

in our midst. 

Peace and blessings, 
Pastor Becky 
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          The next meeting for the Christian Education/
Faith Formation Team will be Monday, July 6th at 
6:00 PM.  We will be planning for the Christian Con-
cert which is Saturday, July 18th by the gazebo.  The 
curriculum & FEAST planning committee met last 
week, so we will be following up on their sugges-
tions.  Also plans for our fair booth in August will be 
discussed.  All are welcome!!! 

      Many thanks to those who helped 1 day or all 
week:  Ashley & Ryan Vaughn, DaVita Hoelscher, 
Alex Smithey, Rev. Becky Sunday, Mikayla Halfhill, 
Pat Shaw, Jaideyn Brannan, Kerri Smith, Nancy 
Newland,  Nancy Hunter, and Cheryl Short.  We had 
an average of 72 children and adults each day at 
“Thailand Trek”.  We all were learning that God is 
real, God is love, God is forgiving, and God is for-
ever!  Many thanks to all that donated items for our 
snacks each day. 
 

 The Mission Committee and the Faith Formation 

Board are sponsoring a booth at the Auglaize Co. Fair this 

summer.  We are having a raffle with some fantastic 

prizes and a small craft (God’s eyes) for kids of all ages.  

We are looking for members to man the booth for 2 hour 

shifts during the duration of the fair.  The time slots are 

every 2 hours from 9:00AM till 9:00 PM.  As a added in-

centive, anyone taking a time slot every day of the week 

will receive a season pass to the fair (a $25.00 value).  

Please call Cindy or Tami at the church office 419-738-

2215 to reserve your time and sign up for your free pass.  

 

 St  Paul’s Annual Pool Party will be held 
at the Wapakoneta Waterpark on Sunday, Au-
gust 16, 2015 from 4:00-7:00PM.  This is the 
LAST DAY of summer vacation before school 

starts.  Hot dogs, chips, cookies, and 
drinks will be available free of 
charge.  Let’s say good bye to sum-
mer together and enjoy one last 
splash. 

 Once again this year St Paul UCC is 
asking you to help create a church directory.  The 
last directory was published over five years ago.  
We have selected Lifetouch Church Directories 
and Portraits for this important project.  Lifetouch 
is providing the directory at no cost to our church.  
Plus, every family photographed receives a com-
plimentary directory and an 8x10 portrait at no 
cost.  You can sign up at the church on Sunday 
mornings or online at our church web site at 
http://stpaulucc.com.  The church has selected 
two sitting dates in July for any family, but espe-
cially for families who might have children at col-
lege during the September sitting dates.  Our 
photo dates are Tuesday & Wednesday, July 
21-22, 2015 and Tuesday-Saturday, Septem-
ber 8-12, 2015.       

  

 

NEXT MEETING 
 

 

FAMILY, FAITH & FRIENDS CONCERT 
JULY 18 

 The fourth annual FREE summer concert pre-

sented by Family, Faith & Friends will be held at 

Harmon Park on Saturday, July 18. Opening acts will 

begin at 5:00, with Audio Adrenaline playing at 7:00. 

You won’t want to miss it! 

 You are invited to join us for a hog roast 

immediately following worship on Sunday, July 19 

sponsored by the Mission Committee. We will 

have a special guest that morning, Jamie Stark, a 

missionary from Wisconsin who is working with 

our friends in El Salvador on a special farming 

project. We will gather with our neighbors to share 

fellowship and to hear about the good work being 

done in El Salvador. Bring your table service, and 

a side dish, salad, or dessert to share.   
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1. The handicapped restroom in the Educa-

tion Wing has been retiled. 

2. Keyless door entry on the Mechanic 

Street entrance is now operational.  The 

remaining entrance/exit doors will be re-

keyed soon. 

3. Mission and Faith Formation Committees 

are busy this summer with plans for par-

ticipation in the Christian Concert in July, 

a booth at the Auglaize Co. Fair,  and the 

Halloween Parade. 

4. The Summer Lunch Program is a great 

success.  It started June 15th and contin-

ues Monday-Thursday until August 6th.  

We served 213 meals the first week and 

distributed 102 take-home bags.  Many 

thanks to everyone who participates in 

this giving ministry. 

5. Next council meeting will be July 20, 

2015 at 6:00PM in the Regina Ritter 

Room. 

 I KNOW THAT GOD IS WITH ME 

by Laura Kinstle 
 

 One of the roughest periods of my life was when 

my mom passed away and I was left to figure out life and 

how I would proceed with mine.   After much prayer  and  

advice from my family and friends, I decided to go for it 

on my own.  Each day, I would go to the computer and 

write in my diary how I knew that God was with me.  

And, you know, each day I had something to write. 

       One of my biggest concerns was how to keep the 

house going with my small income.   But God was with 

me as each obstacle I faced was met with an answer.  

First of all, I didn’t know how I would pay for the real es-

tate taxes that I owed twice a year.  But, by calling the 

auditor’s office, I was eligible for the Homestead exemp-

tion, which made my taxes a lot less.  This was truly a 

blessing from God. 

      And, I didn’t know how I would keep the inside 

of the house looking nice because I had no extra money 

to spend.  So, the church told me of a program where 

young people come to your house in the summer and 

paint as many rooms as you need with little or no cost.  

The young people came from all over the United States 

and it was a wonderful learning experience for me to be 

around them and watch them transform my house into a 

nice home. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 And, I also had trouble having enough money to 

buy my groceries.  Our minister at that time wrote me a 

letter and referred me to God’s Storehouse.  There I was 

able to get groceries and still live easily on my modest 

income.  From the help of God’s Storehouse, I was able 

to start the food drives to provide a complete Easter and 

Thanksgiving meal for those in need.  Little did I know at 

the time that I would be able to repay the church and 

God’s Storehouse for helping me with groceries for al-

most  year. 

     Also, I was not able to drive at this time of my life 

and I was fortunate to have my brother and dear friend 

help me with errands  such as taking me to get groceries.  

It just seemed as if God was walking with me each step of 

the way. 

      Also when winter came and the gas bill would 

get higher, there was a program where your gas bill was 

reduced according to your income.  Each day I was kept 

warm and safe. 

      And, every day I had something to write in my 

journal that I knew that God was with me.  So from ex-

perience I can say that no matter what life brings to you, 

you can still survive and have God on your side.  Isn’t it 

good to know that God is always with us no matter what 

storms will pass through our lives? 
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July 
Ethan Brandt 7/07/2008 
Caden Falke 7/11/2007 
Christopher Wright 7/14/2006 
Jozie Hoelscher 7/17/1999 
Emma Nolte 7/20/2001 
Evelyn Preston 7/23/2012 
Trenton Smith 7/30/1998 
Cole Miller 7/30/2013 
Brooke Hunter 7/31/2002 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
to our  

St. Paul Youth! 
Our deepest sympathy and condolences to on 
the passing of  Agnes Hutt, who passed away 
on Wednesday, June 17, 2015. 
 
Our deepest sympathy and condolences to  
Carl Kogge and his family on the passing of 
Carl’s bother, Paul Kogge of St Marys.  Paul  
passed away on Friday, June 26, 2015. 

7/01/1972 Gary & Deb McElroy 
7/07/2007 Adrian & Becky  Sunday 
7/10/1948 Dick & Leona Glunt 
7/11/1981 Mark & Cheryl Short 
7/12/1979 Tom & Gwynne  Freytag 
7/19/1985 Wendell & Ruth Frazier 
7/19/2003 James & Kerri Smith 
7/20/2002 Jason & Cheri Brandt 
7/23/1994 Mark & Jill Jarvis 
7/23/2011 Jarret & Mindy Webb 

7/23/2005 Jay & Jennifer McMichael 
7/24/1965 Alan & Elaine Mikesell 
7/26/2003 Steve & Dawn Miller 
7/26/1980 Jeff  & Patricia Brown 
7/28/1990 Kevin & Dawn Warner 
7/29/2006 Ryan & Krystal Loy 
7/30/1961 Don & Kadene Warner 
7/30/2011 Zane & Ashley McElroy 
7/31/1983 Joe & Elaine Pumphrey 

7/03 Mary Lou  
                  Brautigam 
7/03 Carol Berg 
7/03 Melanie Webb 
7/04 Norville Freymuth 
7/05 Eileen Werling 
7/06 Amy Zwez 
7/07 Joann Brockman 
7/07 Nicole Steinke 
7/07 Betty Wiedenbein 
7/08 Michele Prater 
7/09 Danyrae Scott 
7/10 Pam Halfhill 
7/10 Laura Edwards 
7/10 Annie Imondi 
7/11 Alice Fischbach 
7/11 Ed Shroyer 
7/11 Michael Zwez 
7/12 Susie Kohler 

7/12 Elizabeth Herman 
7/13 John Simpko 
7/13 Nick Warner 
7/14 Ryan Azbell 
7/14 Kathy Glick 
7/14 Harold Poppe 
7/16 Jim Everhart 
7/16 Tim Kinstle 
7/16 Annabelle Zwiebel 
7/17 Nellie Montgomry 
7/17 Helen Holthaus 
7/17 Ashley McElroy 
7/19 Richard Brautigam 
7/19 Kendra Short 
7/20 Jay Koenig 
7/21 Louie Erb Sr 
7/21 Susan Stinebaugh 
7/22 Jeremy Kohler 
7/22 Bart Smith 

7/23 Allen Ferguson 
7/23 Ned Ruck 
7/24 Vickie Bidwell 
7/25 LeArdyce Stroh 
7/25 Renee Place 
7/26 Barbara Wheeler 
7/26 Marilyn Brandehoff 
7/26 Matt Lawrence 
7/28 Karen Maxson 
7/29 Rob Frische 
7/31 Richard Presar 
7/31 Wayne Schneider 
7/31 Dwayne Wright 
7/31 Melanie Wright 



The next book club meeting will be held AT THE 
GARDENS on Tuesday, July 21st at 7PM. The book 
for this month is,  In This Mountain #7—”Mitford 
Years Novels.”  Readers old and new will find life 
changing in Mitford.  Father Tim has retired and en-
joys  his wife winning awards and getting invited to 
tour the country but finds him staring at a blank page 
in a proposed book of essays, waging a losing battle 
against moles, and filing an occasional pulpit.   When 
he decides to take a unique and difficult ministry, he 
feels newly energized until an unexpected event pro-
pels him on a painful journey that shakes his faith, his 

marriage & the whole town of Mitford.  Pick up the 
book in the church office and join us on the 21st. 

Women’s Guild will begin meeting again on Tues-
day, September 8th at 1:30PM. ALL women of 
the church and their friends are encouraged to 
attend.  Please join in for fellowship, faith, and fun. 
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Circle Three will NOT be meeting June, July and 
August.  Circle Three meets on the third Thurs-
day of the month from September through May.  
The next meeting of Circle Three will be on 
Thursday, September 17, 2015 at 11:30 A.M. at 
the Coffey Cup Restaurant.  Please join us, all 
are welcome. 

WOMEN’S GUILD BOOK CLUB MEETING 

July 1st begins an exciting opportunity to partici-

pate in Called to Care Ministry for St Paul 

Church.  We are asking people for a one year 

commitment to contact home-bound members of 

our congregation.  If you are able  to join us 

please call Kay Wellington 419-738-8803. 

CALLED TO CARE MINISTRY 

We take the summer off to garden and picnic.  
Our next scheduled meeting is Thursday,    Sep-
tember 3rd at 1:30PM in the multipurpose room.  
We meet the 1st Thursday of every month Sep-
tember—May. Please plan to join us. 

CIRCLE THREE 

CIRCLE ONE 

Holiday Bazaar will be on Saturday, 
November 7th.  Anyone interested in a booth 
please contact Sheri Sherman 419-738-2187 or 
Cindy in the church office 419-738-2215.  Plan 
to come check it out...We always  have a good 
time and great  lunch available! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 For those signed up for the Shipshe-
wana, Indiana trip on  Thursday, September 17, 
2015, please pay $75.00 per person before 
August 1, 2015., to Nancy Freymuth,   
                      13140 CR 25A 
                       Wapakoneta, OH 45895 
Trip includes Amish Style lunch at  Blue Gate 
Restaurant and the Musical Half 
Stitched. 

BUS TRIP TO SHIPSHEWANA, IN 

Our summer sewing group will meet this summer 
through August 12, 2015 on Thurs-
days.  The class will be project 
driven, so each participant can start 
or finish projects at their own speed.  
We will start after lunch on Thurs-
days and work at least until 3:30PM.  

Participants may wish to join us for lunch 11:30-
12:30(free).  Anyone from 2nd grade on up can 
join. Carol Presar and Doris Hibner are going to 
join us; both are accomplished sewers and will 
teach  clothing making skills.  Tami will focus on 
beginning skills.  Please contact Tami Zwez or call 
the church office. 

SUMMER SEWING GROUP 

SAVE THE DATE 

The Senior Celebration Banquet will be on Sun-
day, September 20, 2015.  On Saturday, Octo-
ber 31, 2015 there will be an Evening of Music.  A 
Night of Magic with the A.C. Swing Band.  This is 
a benefit for the orphanage in Ukraine.  It will be 
from  7-10:00PM at the Grand Plaza in Wapak. 



Benevolence Giving for July July July July ~ OCWM 

 Your gifts are 

needed more than ever 

to help the growing num-

ber of pastoral retirees 

whose low income annui-

ties make it difficult to 

meet increasing living 

costs.  Your benevolence giving helps to care 

for the active and retired clergy and lay employ-

ees of the UCC through participation in this 

year’s Christmas Fund, one of the UCC’s 5 for 5 

programs.  Please consider making a donation 

to this special offering to help make this a 

blessed Christmas in July for low income clergy 

in the UCC. 

DONATE TO SERVANTS DAY BY JULY 26 
 Our 2015 community Servants Day is 
scheduled for September 12, 2015.  We will 
gather with volunteers from throughout Wapako-
neta and the surrounding area to complete a 
number of home projects for those in our commu-
nity who need a helping hand. The 
number of projects we are 
able to complete is limited 
by available funds, so 
we are asking for your 
donations for our 2015 
Servants Day to be 
given to St. Paul UCC by 
July 26. Thank you for your  
support.  
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Approved General Fund Monthly Budget                                   $26,808.69 

Given to General Fund for the Month of June                           $15,856.94 

Difference                                                                                        -$10,951.75 
 

Given to Benevolences for the Month of June                           $     941.00 
 

Approved General Fund Budget Year to Date                           $160,852.14 

Given to General Fund so far this year                                       $108,947.15  

Difference                                                                                      - $  51,904.99 
  

Given to Benevolences so far this year                                           $8,541.81 

 
  

 

 On June 9, 2015, Dr. Alan Mikesell and Pastor Becky Sunday 
attended the United Church Homes Donor Appreciation Dinner at Fair-
haven in Upper Sandusky where St. Paul UCC was given the 2015 Dia-
konie Award.  The award is presented annually to a congregation to 
honor those who have demonstrated faithfulness in their support of the 
mission of United Church Homes at Fairhaven Community.  Congrats, 
everyone. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 
6 
 
Summer Lunches  
Monday thru 
Thursday 

7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 
 
Summer Lunches  
Monday thru 
Thursday 

14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 
Summer Lunches  
Monday thru 
Thursday 

21 22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Directory Pictures 

23 24 25 

26 27 
Summer Lunches  
Monday thru 
Thursday 

28 29 30 31  

JULY 2015 

6:00 Personnel 
Committee 
 

8:30-5:00 
Life Line 
Screening 

8:15AM Worship 
10:15AM Worship   
11:30AM Called to  
Care 

8:15AM Worship w/ 
Holy Communion  
10:15AM Worship 
w/ Holy Communion 

6:00PM Mission 
Committee 
 
7:00PM  
Book Club 

 
 

7—8:30PM  
Suicide Survivors 
Support Group 

11:30-5:30 PM 
Bloodmobile 

5:00PM Executive 
Board Meeting 
 
 

 

5:00PM—Family, 
Faith & Friends 
Concert 

Directory Pictures 

6PM  
Stewardship   
Committee 
 

 

4:30—6:30PM  
Loaves & Fishes 

8:15AM Worship 
10:15AM Worship    

8:15AM Worship w/ 
Holy Communion  
10:15AM Worship  

9AM—12Noon  
CRI Sorting 

6PM  
Church  
Council 

Mission Trip to 
Crossroad 
 

6:00PM Faith 
Formation  
Meeting 

11:30AM Hog 
Roast  Sunday 

Church office 
Closed for 
Maintenance  



St. Paul United Church of ChristSt. Paul United Church of ChristSt. Paul United Church of ChristSt. Paul United Church of Christ    

101 South Perry Street101 South Perry Street101 South Perry Street101 South Perry Street    

PO Box 147PO Box 147PO Box 147PO Box 147    

Wapakoneta, OH  45895Wapakoneta, OH  45895Wapakoneta, OH  45895Wapakoneta, OH  45895    

Church Office 

Phone (419) 738-2215 

Fax      (419) 738-2076 

Website:  www.stpaulucc.com 

Email:  cindy@stpaulucc.com 
 
 
Rev. Becky Sunday, Senior Pastor 

Study (419) 738-6216 

Cell (567) 356-6773  

Email  becky@stpaulucc.com 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Our MISSION 

As a congregation of God’s people, we welcome and 

encourage all to join in fellowship, joyful and inspira-

tional worship and faithful stewardship.  United in Christ, 

we support and nurture one another in personal devel-

opment and spiritual growth.  We strive to reflect Christ’s 

Love and to spread God’s Word throughout our commu-

nity and the world. 
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Permit No. 5 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
ST. PAUL  

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  
Wapakoneta, Ohio 

 

Regular Worship Times 

Sunday Mornings 8:15 & 10:15 AM 

Sunday School for All  9:00 AM 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Working Lunches to move our church forward 

March 1, March 15 and March 29 

After 10:15 service.  No reservations required.  Child Care provided.   

Lunch will be a simple soup and bread (for Lent). 

Please plan to join us as we plan for our church’s future!   

All are encouraged to attend. 

 

LET’S GET TOGETHER ! 

Regular Worship Times 

Sunday Mornings 8:15 & 10:15 AM 
Children’s Church during 10:15 worship 

    

    

 


