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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S PEN…
“Only those who risk going too far can possibly find

out how far they can go.”
…T.S. Elliot
In a few short weeks, our church’s transitional journey without a full-time pastor will be taking a very positive turn, as we welcome our new “interim” pastor,
Reverend Mark Bishop.
Since Becky’s departure,
many of you worried and were rightfully concerned
about how would our church continue. Who would
step forward? Who would fill the pulpit? Who would
deliver meaningful and inspirational messages each
Sunday? How could our church run effectively without
a spiritual leader at the “helm?”
As we began this journey, I too, somewhat worried
about this. I had never led a church before, let alone
in a time such as this. But, I also knew we were not
totally alone, and that God was walking down this
path, this journey with us. And in His unique way,
something magnificent would transpire from this
“pastor-less” time… and something has…something
we ALL need to stand and take notice… and that is…
“This church is more than just a pastor…
this church is US!”
During the absence of a full-time pastor, people
from all over the congregation have stepped up to do
things they never thought they could do or would consider doing. Our pulpit has remained full and on days
we could not secure a guest pastor, members have
willingly come forth to bring a message from their
heart… inspirational and moving reflections, that are
every bit as good as ones delivered by ordained ministers. Heather Nolte reminded us so well from the
pulpit, a place she couldn’t see herself before Becky’s
departure, that “We all are called to be ministers of
God and we should use our personal gifts to serve
God.” Jenny Frische, speaking from the heart, reminded us that “We should continue to have faith that
God is with us” as we continue this journey to find a
new full-time pastor. Kevin Frische, speaking with
candid humor and heart-filled reflection, reminded us
that our church “Needs to be a safe space, a safe
place and refuge from all the back and forth negativity

and evil that is part of our world.” Members inspired
by God, and willing to walk with God to provide this
church inspirational and meaningful messages… all
done without a pastor!
Our church has remained a strong and a vibrant
church because people were willing to step out of their
comfort zone… willing to risk doing things they
thought they were never able to do… willing to push
themselves to accomplish things they thought they
could never do… to do things that they never thought
were possible! This revelation is the BEAUTY of the
journey our church is on… the AWESOMENESS of
the transitional period we have been in…our church
has individuals that are willing to listen to the call of
God, to push themselves to do things that they never
would have considered for the glory of God and to
make a difference at St. Paul. A fact that was a secret
until having NO pastor, pushed them to use their talents.
The beauty and awesomeness of our church’s
transition rests in the beauty and awesomeness of the
people of St. Paul! We all can do tremendous things,
when we LISTEN to God’s calling. We don’t necessarily have to have a pastor tell us how to serve the
Lord, we just need to trust our hidden talents and use
them in compassionate ways to glorify God.
While we warmly and enthusiastically welcome our
new “interim” pastor with all of our hearts, let us remember, that St. Paul UCC is not the pastor, nor is
the pastor St. Paul UCC. St. Paul is all of US… pastor
and congregation using ALL of the gifts that God provides to serve Him and Our Lord, Jesus Christ. And
also let us remember to take time to enjoy the wonderment of this transitional time in our church… that the
newly discovered pastoral gifts of others among us is
GOOD! VERY GOOD INDEED!
Blessings Always,
Mark Vaughn
Council President

Your Church Council

Council Meeting Highlights
August 8, 2022
¨
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¨
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Meeting was called to order by Mark Vaughn, President at 6:30 p.m.
Hearing of the Members: None were present.
Council approved the minutes to the meeting of July 18, 2022.
Council approved the Treasurer’s report as presented.
Trustees report includes the following:
a.The trustees shared the final report from the independent auditing company,
Schultz Huber and Associates that indicated that our overall financial books are
in good order and our accounting practices appear to be very sound.
b.Repairs to the church office and Mechanic Street doors remain in limbo as the
company is still waiting on the parts to come in from suppliers.
c.Informed Council that the installation of the new security systems would begin
soon, and would be as complete as they could be until the repairs on the Mechanic Street doors and Office Courtyard doors were completed. The system
would be totally finished once the door repairs were made.
d.Asked Council to authorize them to seek some re-wiring in the Sanctuary and the
kitchen to support electrical needs there. Council made a motion authorizing
Don Webb to make the necessary repairs and/or up-grades as soon as possible.
The Personnel Committee had no report for this month.
Council rescinded a previous Memorandum of Understanding with Reverend Mark Bishop, and substituted a new Memorandum that increased Reverend Bishop’s compensation package to $66,000 annually from $65, 000 annually. This amount also includes a
housing allowance. This is acceptable to Reverend Bishop. The previous Memorandum
did not include a housing allowance.
Council appropriated money for a SECCA Grant for Reverend Bishop to assist in the
coverage of social security taxes.
The Coordinator of Lay Ministries provided Council with a report on the continued progress of the Summer Lunch Program.
Faith Formation reported to Council that the Youth Camp Out was cancelled for the
weekend of August 12-14. In its place, a FEAST, all age camp-out has been reserved
for October 7-9 at Templed Hills.
Faith Formation provided a brief up-date on the progress of the Fall Festival, scheduled
for September 17th.
Updates were heard regarding the Monthly Food Distribution with the West Ohio Food
Bank. Next distribution is scheduled for August 25th at the Auglaize County Fairgrounds.
Deacons reported the following:
a.That they are still working on completing a finalized version of the working committees and their active membership as to gain a clear picture of who and what
groups provide volunteer services to the church.
b.Recommended the awarding of $1000 scholarships to the following individuals:
Colin Moninger, Davita Hoelscher, and Samuel Freer. Council approved this
recommendation.
Contunued

¨

The Publicity Committee reported to Council:
a.That it is still working on the Opt-Out Policy
and accompanying form.
b.Reported that the work on New Church Directory is continuing successfully.
¨ The Policy and Procedures Committee reported
the following:
a.The committee is Reviewing the Facility
Usage Rates for Weddings and Outside
Organizations. This was tabled for the
next meeting.
¨ Formal Council action was again taken to remove
a member that requested removal from the membership rolls; these requests came from
the returned membership surveys.
¨ A sub-committee of a trustee, a deacon, and an elder was appointed to begin to organize
and recommend to council a Pastoral Search Committee.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Reverend Bishop Officially Begins…
Sunday, September 11, 2022
Please plan to attend and welcome our newest member of the St.
Paul family on Sunday, September 11, 2022. Reverend Mark Bishop will begin his “interim”
time with us on Sunday the 11th! To celebrate and officially welcome Reverend Bishop, an
informal cake reception will be held in his honor. Please plan to give Reverend Bishop a
warm St. Paul welcome as he begins his ministry with us!

Approved General Fund Monthly Budget
Given to General Fund for Month of August
Difference

$ 33,020.54
$ 10,960.90
$ 22,059.64

Given to Benevolences for the Month of August

$

720.46

Given to Building Fund for the Month of August

$

330.00

Approved General Fund Budget Year to Date
Given to General Fund so far this year
Difference

$264,164.32
$128,183.81
$135,980.51

Given to Benevolences so far this year

$ 6,186.21

Given to Building Fund so far this year

$ 5,129.25
July 2022
Income
$11,491.90
Expenses
$18,410.29

Benevolence Giving for September~ St Paul Families in Need

HATS OFF TO
THESE CONRIBUTIONS TO OUR
CHURCH

¨
¨
¨
¨
¨
¨
¨
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¨
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¨

¨
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Anthony Brookhart’s, and Kevin Frische’s inspiring messages from the pulpit! Thank you for sharing God’s Word from your heart!!
Reverend Mark Bishop’s inspirational and heartfelt message!!! Thank you
for sharing a preview of your leadership and ministry.
ALL the guest liturgists and children’s sermon presenters!!!! Thank you!!!!!
Colin Moninger, Davita Hoelscher, and Samuel Freer – $1000 church college
scholarship awardees!
ALL the volunteers that help with the West Ohio Food Bank’s Monthly Distribution!!!! Thank you to Jack and Cindy Preston for organizing this monthly event!!!!
Re-wiring of the church sanctuary for continued support of our technology
needs and the kitchen to meet the changing needs of our food ministry.
Food Ministries Summer Lunch Program… thank you to staff and volunteers for
making this summer ministry a success!!!
Our Audio-Visual Team of Greg Hengstler, Kevin Frische, Bill Miller and Anthony Brookhart for enhancing our worship services with technology that makes
our worship experience even better!!!
Bill Miller and the Directory Committee for all their hard work at helping our
families during the photo sessions for the new church directory!
The Called to Care Team for containing to spread God’s love to the homebound and those unable to join us in the sanctuary. Contacts are made by sending
cards, making phone calls, and visits.
Faith Formation Committee’s and Mission Committee’s monthly meetings …
continuing to plan and do God’s work for St. Paul and the community!!!
The Policy and Procedures Committee for continuing the work at putting an
updated Policy Book into place… and getting ALL church policies into one resource!!!!
The Deacons for continuing to put together document describing ALL the
church groups and how they support the ministry of St. Paul!!!!!
Our Church Staff for an outstanding work at keeping our church on track
without a pastor!!!
ALL of the unnamed volunteers and church members that continue our Church’s
ministry to the Wapakoneta Community and our congregation!!!!

Pastor Search Up-Date
Since the last LINK, the following steps have been done as
we continue the search for a new pastor for St. Paul UCC.
¨

On August 8th, Church Council rescinded its previous Memorandum of Understanding with
Reverend Mark Bishop, and replaced it with a new Memorandum of Understanding that
includes a compensation package of $66,000 to be paid annually. This compensation
package includes a housing allowance, which was not included in the previous memorandum.

¨

A church-wide retreat is being planned for the weekend of November 11-13 to be
held at Maria Stein Conference and Retreat Center. The theme of the retreat is “Revisioning the Future.” More details to follow as additional planning unfolds.

¨

A Church Directory Committee under the leadership of Bill Miller has been working with
Universal Church Directories to publish a new directory. Pictures were taken August 36, 2022.; approximately 100 families participated.

¨

Church Council created and appointed a sub-committee of Don Webb, Michele Prater,
and Tammy Nuesmeyer to begin to create the structure and recommended membership
of a Pastoral Search Committee.

¨

The Policies and Procedures Committee is continuing to meet to consolidate and write
church policies to document as well as provide continued guidance in the governance of
this church.

¨

Continuing the updating of the list of working committees, determining what they do and
who is on them. This work is being done by the Deacons.

¨

Still have an updated one-page profile and a 250-word profile that has been submitted to
the Northwest Association to be used in our search for an interim or designated- interim
pastor.

¨

We continue with ALL the ministries that make a difference to our church membership
and the Wapakoneta community; we are continuing to be the Hands and Feet of Jesus as
we create an environment that will be a good fit for the right person!
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St. Paul U.C.C.’s FEAST Program Will Begin…

With SOME EXCITING ACTIVITIES each
Wednesday for You!…
Study/Homework Table
Recreation Period
Creative Classes
Worship Studies
Field Trips

And the BEST… a FALL Camp Out!

Fall Camp-out at Templed Hills
October 7- 9, 2022
More Information to follow… want to make sure you are on
the mailing list for information, contact Tami Zwez at

419-738-2215
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CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
The Church office will be closed on Monday,
September 5th in celebration of Labor Day.

Faith Formation Meeting… September 6 at
6:30 p.m. in the Ritter Room…
All are WELCOME!
Church Council Meeting… September 12 at
6:30 p.m. in the Ritter Room…
All are WELCOME!
Mission Committee Meeting… Sept. 13 at
6:30 p.m. in the Ritter Room…
All are WELCOME!

HELP WANTED
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Fall Festival is right around the corner.
We need volunteers to help us make this an
even better event than last year! This year’s
festival will be on Saturday, September 17th
from 2PM to 5PM.
Please consider helping the Faith Formation
Committee showcase the beauty and love
that is part of being a member of St. Paul.
Jobs are not strenuous….from helping distribute free food, information about church
programs, to supervising the various bouncy
house activities and/or bingo. There is plenty
to do, and we need as many as are willing to
share part of an afternoon showcasing our
church to the community, as well as help our
own families have a GREAT time celebrating
the awesomeness of this church! The more
volunteers we have, the easier it will be for
all of us.
A sign-up sheet is in the breezeway. Please
consider helping today!!!!
If you have specific questions regarding the
festival, please contact Mark Vaughn at the
church office, 419-738-2215.
Please consider giving part of your time to
help showcase and celebrate what makes
St. Paul a special place to be! We can’t do it
without you!!!!

Each year, St. Paul provides free Thanksgiving Turkeys that are given away during the
large monthly food distribution event held
each November. Last year we were able to
provide 250 families with a free turkey. In order to provide for the needs of the community
again this year, we are currently working on
securing the turkeys now, as there is forecast
of another turkey shortage again this November, as well as the prices per pound are
cheaper now, then what they will be at
Thanksgiving. Please consider helping the
church help those less fortunate by contributing to our Turkey Fund. Contributions may
be placed alongside or with your regular offering, just make sure to denote on your check
or envelope that this contribution is for
Thanksgiving Turkeys. Thank you in advance
for your consideration of this very loving and
worthwhile community-wide project.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
PARTICIPATION!
A thank you to everyone who got their picture
taken during our photo sessions for the new
church directory. Your participation in this
church-wide project helped make it a great
success! Stay tuned for how the Church Directory Committee designs this project using your
pictures… it promises to be an awesome and
creative directory! Thanks again for participating in this church-wide project!

A SINCERE THANK YOU
Thank you to all the volunteers who assisted
with the photo sessions that were held for the
new church directory. The process ran smoothly thanks to your efforts! Thanks for donating
your time and efforts to a very worthwhile
church project.

SUMMER LUNCH UP-DATE…
Did you know that St. Paul Summer Lunch
Program has fed a total of 6864 total meals
so far this summer? The break down for
each month is as follows:
June:

Please join us on Sunday, September 18,
2022, for a “free” Fall Church Dinner and
Committee Fair to be held right after church.
The church will be hosting the entire dinner…
all you will need to is to bring a smile.
During our dinner, we will hold a committee
fair, which is an opportunity to learn about the
various groups that help the ministries of St.
Paul make a difference with our members and
the community. Members will also get an opportunity to sign-up and join a committee if
they choose.
A sign-up list is in the breezeway to RSVP for
this event. Your RSVP will help us make sure
that there will plenty for all.
Please join us for a chance to socialize and be
with other church family and friends… join us
because it should be FUN!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
FOR THIS CHURCH-WIDE
EVENT…
“Re-visioning the Future:
A Church-wide Retreat”

Mark your calendar for the weekend of November 11-13, 2022 as St. Paul will be
sponsoring a church-wide retreat at Maria
Stein. The theme of the retreat and the main
purpose will be “Re-visioning the Future.” Activities will be planned to help church leadership, along with important input from the congregation to shape the vision “we ALL see” for
St. Paul’s future. It will be the goal and outcome of the retreat to hopefully develop the
vision, so as we work at calling a “permanent”
pastor they will have strengths to match the
direction we feel we need to go.
Stay tuned for more details to follow… thank
you in advance for considering participating in
this important church event!

July:

2828 children meals
275 adult meals
3103 Total Meals
3465 children meals
298 adult meals
3761 Total Meals

Did you also know, that ALL of the new
kitchen appliances and hardware purchased during the last three years to make
our kitchen more efficient has cost this
church absolutely NOTHING from our General Operating Fund, or any Endowment.
All of the relatively new items such as the
professional mixer, warming cabinet, etc.
have been purchased with funds from the
Summer Lunch Program. Part of the summer lunch grant that we obtain each year
from the Ohio Department of Education requests that any profits earned from their
children lunch reimbursements be used to
support and improve the program… which
is what is being done each year. The best
part, is the equipment can also be used for
our other Food Ministries as well as church
social events. Our Summer Lunch Program… addressing hunger in our community and keeping our church kitchen with the
times all at the same time!

“TAKE OUT TUESDAY”
MEALS TO BEGIN
OCTOBER 4th
!

As our Summer Lunch Program concludes,
St. Paul United Church of Christ will be
transitioning back to our Tuesday evening
“take-out” only meals, which we sponsored
at the beginning 0f this 5:00 to 6:00p.m.
each Tuesday at no charge. Free-will donations will be accepted. Pick up will be the
Mechanic Street entrance only. No delivery
service is available at this time. Meals are
also only available by reservation only. If
interested in receiving a meal or meals,
please
contact
Tami
Zwez
at
tami@stpaulucc.com each week, no later than Monday at 5:00 p.m. Reserve your
meal today….
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
to our

Our deepest sympathy and condolences to the family of
Jeanneane L. Miller. Jeanneane is the mother of Steve
(Dawn) Miller. She passed on Sunday, July 31, 2022.

St. Paul Youth!
0

September

09/01/1996
09/03/2015
09/04/1993
09/05/1987
09/06/2006
09/14/2019
09/17/1966
09/18/2006
09/20/1997
09/21/2013
09/21/2019
09/22/1956
09/24/1988
09/26/1987
09/27/1953
09/27/1986
09/28/2002
09/29/1979

09/01
09/01
09/02
09/03
09/03
09/03
09/04
09/04
09/04
09/05
09/05
09/07
09/08
09/08
09/08
09/09
09/09
09/10

Rod & Linda Carter
Lee & Bonnie Martin
Michael & Angela Hosterman
Doug & Sherrie Fisher
Sean & Amy Runkel
Jonathan & Alyssa Zwiebel
Don & Mary Rohrbaugh
Jim Jr. & Jessica Hearn
Scott & Heidi Leek
Travis & Christy Limbert
Kristina & Annie Imondi
Bernard & Donna Azbell
Keith & Rita Knoch
Jeff & Mary Adkins
Lewis Sr. & Helen Erb
Jeff & Judy Zwiebel
Shane & Jamie Allemeier
Mick & Kathy Haehn

Linda Carter
John Zwez
Robert Bidwell
Hannah Schaub
Carolyn Edwards
Wayland Detrick
Sheri Sherman
Jim Brautigam
Brenda Ward
Jeff Brown
Jennifer Frische
Shirley Baughman
Keith Kohler
Sally Presar
Jeff Smith
Denise Myers
Sally Imondi
Martha Baker

09/10
09/10
09/13
09/13
09/13
09/14
09/15
09/15
09/15
09/16
09/17
09/17
09/17
09/17
09/18
09/18

Charles Martin
Reed Miller
Aidien Vaughn
Hope Ann Erb
Haakon Moninger
Andrew Paul Hallahan
Kaelyn Zwiebel
Kensington Martin

Roberta Hengstler
Susan Bartlett
Mark Erb
Justin Wireman
Drew Peachey
Pat Shaw
Don Rohrbaugh
Tom Stinebaugh
Alicia Smith
Sharon Knoch
Barb Smith
Jim Smith
Larry Thiedt
Mark Vaughn
Barb Kohler
Kim Azbell

09/18
09/20
09/21
09/21
09/22
09/23
09/23
09/24
09/24
09/26
09/27
09/28
09/30
09/30

9/01/2017
9/01/2008
9/03/2012
9/10/2013
9/15/2006
9/18/2013
9/19/2006
9/26/2016

Ammie Collidge
Dale Schmidt
Jean Gilroy
Jordan Kaeck
Rodney Schey
Lauren Stahler
Jona Limbert
Dan Schroer
Lisa Salmons
Brenna Vaughn
Dudley Schuler
Chelsie Steinke
Brian Warner
Rudy Elizabeth
Mathewson

September 2022
Sun

4
10:15 Service
w/Jennifer Frische,
St. Paul Member

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Sat

1

2

3

9

10

16

17

5

6

7

8

Church
Office
Closed

6:30PM Faith
Formation Meeting

Chancel Choir
Practice

St. Paul UCC
cooking for
Loaves &
Fishes

Bell Choir
Practice

Fri

Labor Day

11
10:15 Worship
w/Rev. Mark
Bishop

18

12
6:30PM Church
Council Meeting

19

13

14

6:30PM Mission
Committee Meeting

Chancel Choir Prac- Bus Trip to
tice
Medina
w/Nancy
Bell Choir
Freymuth
Practice

20

21

22

2-5:00PM Fall
Festival

23

Feast Starts

10:15Worship

Bell Choir
Practice

26

27

28

29

Feast

10-12Noon
West Ohio Food
Bank Dist.

10:15 Worship
Chancel Choir
Practice
Bell Choir
Practice

24
Servants Day

Chancel Choir
Practice

Committee Fair
Dinner after
Worship

25

15

30

St. Paul United Church of Christ
101 South Perry Street
PO Box 147
Wapakoneta, OH 45895

Non Profit Organization
U. S. Postage Paid
Wapakoneta, Ohio 45895
Permit No. 5
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Phone (419) 738-2215
Fax
(419) 738-2076
Website: www.stpaulucc.com
Email: cindy@stpaulucc.com

Monthly Reflection
“Faith is not the belief that God will do what you want.
It is the belief that God will do what is right”…...Max Lucado
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

IN-PERSON
SERVICES

ST. PAUL

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Wapakoneta, Ohio

Our MISSION
As a congregation of God’s people, we welcome and
encourage all to join in fellowship, joyful and inspirational worship and faithful stewardship. United in Christ, we
support and nurture one another in personal development and spiritual growth. We strive to reflect Christ’s
Love and to spread God’s Word throughout our community and the world.

WEEKLY AT 10:15AM
Regular Worship
also Times
available
on8:15the
church
Sunday Mornings
& 10:15
AM
Website:
Sunday School
for All 9:00 AM
www.stpaulucc.com
or our Facebook page:
UPCOMING EVENTS
www.facebook.com/
Working Lunches to move our church forward
StPaulWapakoneta/
March 1, March 15 and March 29

After 10:15 service. No reservations required. Child Care provided.

Church Office Closed
September 5, 2022
Please plan to join us as we plan for our church’s future!
Labor Day
All are encouraged to attend.
Lunch will be a simple soup and bread (for Lent).

